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Cambodian Films ignore V ears | 


. By Larry Green “Cut,’? someone yelled. 
‘x Service of the Chicago Daily News 

Phnom Penh—The air was 
still, liquid het. The crowd stood 


back, tense, quiet. 


The front door of the car 
flashed open. Next the back 
door. The crowd reacted—with 
*.A 2-foot steel blade was a chorus ofrelieved sighs. 
pressed tight against the neck 
of.the man in the front seat of 
the battered blue-Citroen. 


-\. Behind him, holding the knife, 


aaa of eanan, Unpnnvell Chea Yuthan walked through 

the crowd shaking hands, joking 
‘*Minules passed slowly. The|with kids, giving a few auto- 
two men talked in hushed, obvi-| graphs. 

- ously violent terms. Military po- 
dice stood nearby. 


Cambodia’s matinee idol, the 
Errol Flynn of Khmer Films, 
survived another moment of 
danger. 


The cameraman moved from 
a behind a little silent 16mm box, 

“; Suddenly there was a long si-|followed by a boy holding a gi- 
pence. Then a scream, . ant red parasol with delicate 


‘producing and directing busi-; 
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cooler;stunt men, preferring to take 
his own falls. In his spare time 
he teaches “martial arts” to 
Cambodia’s national police. 


yellow fringe, toward a 
filled with soft drinks. 


i 

Despite the war, terrorist! 
bombs in movie houses, govern- | 
ment restrictions on the import 
of film, Cambodia’s motion pic-| 
ture industry continues to go onj 


! 
| 
The civil war here, Yuthan- 
said, has been both bad and. 
good for movies, High govern-| 
ment import taxes on raw film,' 


with the show. I 
: (a ban on exporting completed: 
And Yuthan is the industry’s|fims to places like Thailand 


stereotype of a 1940’s Hollywood!.4.q Singapore, and the dwin- 
star: tough, swashbuckling,‘ qjing aber et locations for 
'ever-loving on the screen, flam- shooting—films that is—have 
| boyant playboy off. hurt the industry. 


At 33, he is the country’s most 
sought-after actor, appearing in 
jrougily a fifth .of the 100 or so 
movies turned out here each 
‘year, Currently he is al work on 


: three films. 


“We must get government 
permission every time we g0 
out to the countryside, and often 
troops must guard the 
location,” he said. “Before ‘the 
war we could go anyplace.” 

In a nation where the annual 
iworker’s income might not ex-| 
‘ceed $600, Yuthan can pull as| 
imuch as $830 for a leading role | 
i and he plays nothing but. 


The three years of war have 
also helped films, sending more 
and more people to theaters, ap- 
parently in search of eseape, 
the actor said. 
| As a matinee idol he succeeds 
‘another flamboyant Cambodian, 
‘deposed Prince Norodom Siha- 
nouk who, when he held the 
‘reins of power, wrole, produced, : 
directed and starred in his own: 
feature films, often playing a. 
dashing hero who saved thei 4 
country from a variety of evil! 
forces including the CIA. 


“Tt don’t think there is any- 
thing wrong or frivolous about 
making films in the middle of a 
national crisis,” he continued. ; 
“We must keep doing it because 
movies help. keep up the nation-: 
1 morale,” : . 


Yuthan has never been in the: 
; army. a 


Sei re nass 
-Yuthan has also gone into the, 


ness and is preparing for the re- 
jease of his first flick. 


“It’s a great love story,” he! 
said. ‘There are five different 
kinds of fighting demonstrated 
in the film,” 


Hollywood East love stories’ 
are considerably more violent: 
and less tender than their West-; 
ern = counterparts. Feature ; 
Hength color films can be made’ 
for about $9,609, also considera-; 
‘bly Iess, and often carn a great: 
deal more in Cambodia alone. 


. A-trained accountant, Yuthan 
worked for the American cm- 
bassy here until the rid 1960's, 
when Sihanouk broke off diplo- 
matic relations with the United 
States. 


Shortly afterward. a movie 
producer “discovered me”. 
- working out in a Jocal gym. 
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rate, he says he is accomplished ! 
in almost every type of Oriental , 
fichting. He docsi’t believe in. 


